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Medifund
saved my life
OR the past seven years,
Ms Huang Lizhen has been in and
out of hospital, chalking up medical
bills that have since wiped out her
widowed mother’s Medisave savings.
The 20-year-old was diagnosed
with lupus at the age of 13. Because of
the disease, her immune system makes
antibodies directed against itself,
causing inflammation, pain and damage
to various parts of her body.
Recalling how they found out about
Lizhen’s condition, her mother, Mdm
Foo Choo, 54, said: “She was constantly
tired and did not have much energy. It
took us several trips to different doctors
before her condition was diagnosed.”
Lizhen constantly fell sick, suffering
from conditions such as urinary tract
infections and was ravaged physically
by the disease. Her spinal cord also
became inflamed in a neurological
disorder known as transverse myelitis,
which left her wheelchair-bound.
Despite her medical condition,
Lizhen bravely soldiered on in school,
until her condition worsened. Left with
no choice, she quit school before she
could complete her Secondary Four
education.
Her mother also gave up her job to
look after Lizhen full-time.
Last October, she was admitted into
hospital again, this time for meningitis.
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HUANG LIZHEN’S
HOSPITAL BILL
Medical condition:
Systemic lupus erythematosus
Total hospital bill: $52,016.86
Length of stay: 79 days
Ward class: C
Total hospital bill
$52,016.86
Government subsidy - $42,018.48
(80%)
Total bill after subsidy
$9,998.38
Medifund paid (100%) - $9,998.38
PATIENT PAID

{

$0.00

WEE TECK HIAN

MEDIFUND EASED HER BURDEN: Ms Huang
Lizhen did not have to pay a single cent of
her hospital bill, thanks to Medifund.

Her 79-day stay in a Class C ward in the
Tan Tock Seng Hospital cost $52,016.86.
After Government subsidies, the bill
came up to $9,998.38.
This amount, although heavily
subsidised, is still impossible for
Lizhen’s family to afford.
“I have three daughters but the first
has her own family to look after and the
second still has to pay off her study

loan,” said Mdm Foo.
Lizhen's case was referred to
medical social workers, who helped her
apply for Medifund assistance.
Medifund covered 100 per cent of
her bill after subsidy. The government
endowment fund has helped to pay the
bulk of Lizhen's medical bills since 2002.
“Without Medifund, I wouldn’t
know what to do,” said Mdm Foo. “With
Lizhen going in and out of hospital, it
would have been impossible for us to
settle her medical bills without it,” she
added.
“She wouldn’t be alive today
without help from Medifund.”
A financial safety net for any
Singaporean who has real difficulties in
paying his or her medical bill, Medifund
lends a helping hand to patients like
Lizhen and takes away the worry of
hospital bills.
In 2007, the Government gave $50.3
million in Medifund grants to hospitals
and voluntary welfare organisations to
help needy patients.
This year, the Government pumped
a further $200 million into Medifund,
increasing it to $1.6 billion.
In 2006, about 98 per cent of
Medifund applications were successful.
Needy Singaporeans can apply for
Medifund through a medical social
worker at our public hospitals.

Without Medifund, I wouldn’t know what to do. With Lizhen going in and out of hospital,
it would have been impossible for us to settle her medical bills without it.
— Mdm Foo Choo, whose daughter, Huang Lizhen, was diagnosed with lupus at the age of 13
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